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WHAT 1S A MAP?

“Mapping has become an activity primarily reserved for
those in power. . . . The making of maps has become
dominated by specialists who wield satellites and other
complex machinery. The result is that although we have
great access to maps, we have lost the ability ourselves to
conceptualize, make and use images of place — skills which
our ancestors honed over thousands of years.”

—Doug Aberley

Trout Lake Community Mapping Project Logo

Mapping subverts established
notions of what art is or can
be, as it brings image and
science together to create
community knowledge.

A map tells a story about a
place. It is an image that
communicates what we see
and cherish in the world
around us. We are
surrounded by maps made by
developers, scientists and
engineers, but these maps can

~ obscure both the intricate

workings of natural systems
and the values held by local
residents.



In recent years, people around the world have been inventing new ways to describe their
home places. Community mapping projects are opportunities for local people to contribute
their own knowledge, experience and values to images of the land.

There is a Zen koan that pertains to mapping: “Without surroundings, there can be no
path.” Mapping engages us in a process of “coming home” to the places we inhabit.
When we map, we pay close attention to both outer and inner worlds, as we search for
images and words to describe their connections.

Doug Aberley talks about the spiral of dissociation that comes when we have no ways to
document, celebrate and defend the places we inhabit. He writes, “If land, weather, and
nature are invisible abstractions, we tolerate the destruction of the web of life more
easily.”

Maps can create community knowledge — chart the future as well as bring the past to life.
Maps that are personal and communal descriptions of space can also depict process and
relationship. Maps are about “Giving the Land a Voice” - the title of a book on
community mapping. Maps can be painted on paper, stitched in fabric, woven, sung, and
danced. They can illustrate, in intimate detail, a particular tree or patch of ground, or show
how each place is connected — physically and culturally — with the entire globe. Maps
empower communities. They help us find our way.

Project participants mapping the lakeshore at Trout Lake, October 27, 2001
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